
July 1 — 7 
                 

UGANDA: Martyred for Proclaiming the Gospel 
                              

Pastor Thomas Chikooma, from Komolo village in eastern 
Uganda, was a very courageous, well-spoken Christian       
evangelist, pastor, church planter, and father of 11 who had 
planted 50 churches in eastern Uganda. On May 3rd he 
spoke at an open-air debate on the differences between 
Christianity and Islam. There he led 14 people to faith in 
Christ, including 6 Muslims, reported Morning Star News. 
But Pastor Thomas was rushed away from the public event, 
along with his young son, when a group of angered Muslim 
men gathered. “Two motorcycles carrying two Muslims each and 
dressed in Islamic attire speedily bypassed us,” his son recalls.       
Pastor Thomas then told his son to follow him at a distance 
as they walked home. Pastor Thomas’ son witnessed the men 
stop his father and slap him before he ran through a casava 
field to get home. Pastor Thomas’ wife, Jessica Naikomba, 
came home about an hour later, and began searching for her 
husband with the help of neighbors. “As we continued doing the 
search, we found my husband in a pool of blood, beheaded and his 
tongue removed,” Jessica told Morning Star News.  
                           

“How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good 
news, who proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim        
salvation, who say to Zion, ‘Your God reigns!’” — Isaiah 52:7 

July 8 — 15 
                                              

ALGERIA: Churches Closed, Pastors Sentenced 
                        

In the coastal port city of Oran, located 268 miles south west 
from the capital of Algiers, several churches were recently   
ordered to close and Christians have been fined and sentenced 
by a government openly opposed to Christianity.  Pastor Ra-
chid Seighir of Oratoire Church was also the owner of a Chris-
tian bookstore which has now been closed.  On June 2nd, a 
court ordered the closure of three churches including Oratoire 
Church and two other churches in El-Ayaid and Ain-Turk.  
Then, on Sunday, June 6th, Pastor Rachid and his bookstore’s 
salesman Nouh Hamimi were given one-year suspended sen-
tences and fined 200,000 dinars (US$1,494) after their appeal of 
an initial ruling. They are found guilty of “shaking the faith of 
Muslims” in Oran, citing the 2006 law which regulates worship 
in Algeria by prohibiting the distribution or publication of any 
materials that would “undermine the faith of a Muslim.” 
“To tell you the truth, I don’t understand what’s going on,” 
Pastor Seighir said. “This is purely an attack against us Algerian 
Christians and the churches. There have been three different 
walis (governors), and that did not prevent the charges against us 
from remaining. It is therefore clear that the source of our 
trouble comes from those higher than the walis.”  
“For the evildoers shall be cut off, but those who wait for the LORD shall 

inherit the land.” — Psalm 37:9 

July 16 — 23 
                 

PAKISTAN: Christian Wife Abducted, Tortured 
                  

By the beginning of June, details emerged surrounding the 
horrific ordeal endured by a Christian wife and mother of 
five children in Sahoo Ki Malian village, Pakistan. 30 year-
old Venus Bibi was doing her household shopping on April 
1st, 2021 when she was abducted. According to her           
husband, Warris Masih, Venus was on her way back home 
when some Muslim men blocked her way and demanded 
that she quietly come with them. “Before she had time to process 
what they were saying, they grabbed her by the hand and dragged her to 
a car parked nearby”, reported the Pakistan Christian Post. 
Warris knew who his wife’s abductor was — Muhamad     
Akbar, a Muslim man who had already held another woman 
captive and escaped punishment because of his wealth and 
influence. Warris reported this to the police right away, but 
it was 20 days later that the police forced Muhamad Akbar 
to release Venus. When she was found by the side of a road, 
she was unable to walk on her own. Venus had been          
repeatedly drugged, raped and beaten by her captor for 20 
days. Through tears, Warris says, “I want justice for my wife. I 
want all the kidnappers arrested and punished for their crimes so they 
stop kidnapping more Christian women.” 

“Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, 
    for the rights of all who are destitute.” — Proverbs 31:8 

7/1 — Pastor Thomas is now with Jesus, and enjoying 
His perfect presence along with some of those he led to 
faith in Christ. Pray for his dear wife Jessica and their 11 
children as they are in the midst of tremendous grieving.  
7/2 — Another local pastor has shared that Thomas’ 
family is in need of financial assistance and counseling. 
Pray for God’s abundant provision for these needs.  
7/3 — Pray for Pastor Thomas’ son who was with him 
the day that he was killed. Ask God to bring healing from 
the trauma and grief. Pray that his son receives God’s 
strength, peace and joy through trust in His Word and 
the powerful working of the Holy Spirit. 
7/4 —  Ask for God’s blessing over the churches and 
ministries that Pastor Thomas started in Uganda.  
7/5 — Pray that the God of all comfort will draw Pastor 
Thomas’ family and friends near to Himself and          
surround them with reminders of His unending love.   
7/6 — Pray that those who murdered Pastor Thomas 
will be convicted of sin, repent, and believe in Christ.  
7/7 — Pray for Pastor Thomas’ family to be comforted 
by the unwavering promise of eternal life together and a 
beautiful inheritance for those who are in Christ Jesus.   

7/8 — Pray for Pastor Seighir and Nouh Hamimi to remain 
steadfast in their trust in the Lord during this trial for their 
faith. Pray for a just judge to overturn the sentencing.   
7/9 — Pray that the 2006 law restricting non-Muslim                               
worship and being used to target Christians will be repealed.  
7/10 — Pray for the Church in Algeria to continue to grow in 
the faith even while largely forced to meet underground. Pray 
for the reopening of many churches that have shut down and 
remain closed especially in the past few years.   
7/11 — Pray for Christian converts from Islam in Algeria 
who face particular danger because of their faith. Ask God to 
give them wisdom and discernment and protect them.  
7/12 — Ask God to give wisdom to Rachid and Nouh’s      
lawyers as they hope to appeal again. Pray that the appeals 
court will rule fairly and will drop all the charges.   
7/13 — Pray that Algerian President Tebboune will 
acknowledge the plight of Christians in his country and work 
to ensure religious liberty and peace for all Algerian citizens.  
7/14 — Pray for the Holy Spirit to mightily sustain all      
Christians wrongfully imprisoned in Algeria for their faith.   
7/15 — Pray that the Gospel will go forth in Algeria where 
the church is steadily growing and bring many more to Christ!  

7/16 — Lift up our sister Venus, her husband Warris, and 
their five children and ask that our Father fills them with 
immense comfort in His presence and His saving love.  
7/17 — Pray for Venus’ physical and emotional healing 
from the trauma and suffering she endured. Pray for her to 
rest in the everlasting arms and promises of God.  
7/18 — Pray that corruption among all levels of authority 
and power in Pakistan will be revealed and rooted out.   
7/19 — Pray for Pakistani authorities and leaders to seek 
justice and liberty for the oppressed, instead of covering 
over clear abuses and wrongs out of fear or self-interest. 
7/20 — Pray along with Warris for an end to the kidnap-
ping of women in Pakistan and for those responsible to be 
convicted of their actions and to face the consequences.  
7/21 — Pray for our partner Dr. Ambrose in Pakistan who 
ministers to poor Christian families like the Masihs, who 
are brick kiln workers. Pray for God’s continued favor over 
his medical ministry to the vulnerable and needy.   
7/22 — Ask God to sustain His Church in Pakistan.   
7/23 — Pray for Christian pastors in Pakistan to seek first 
the things of God and His Kingdom and point their con-
gregations to Jesus in the midst of suffering and hardship. 



July 24 — 31 
                                 
NIGERIA: Prayer Need for Endurance & Safety  
  
The rights group Intersociety Rule of Law has published a 26 
page report with backup statistics on the slaughter of       
Christians in Nigeria, finding that 1,470 Christians were                   
murdered and over 2,200 were abducted by Islamic fighters in 
just the first four months of 2021. Often men and boys are 
targeted, and particularly pastors or church leaders, but the 
jihadists have spared no group of Christians — among those 
killed or abducted have been the most vulnerable: children, 
women and pregnant women, those mentally challenged, and 
the elderly.  
 
On May 20th at about 9pm, armed Muslim Fulani broke into 
the home of Christians Jeffrey Moses and his wife Ladi as 
they slept. They began shooting and Ladi, at just 21 years old, 
was killed instantly. Their 19-year old nephew, Shadrack     
Zwewhie, a member of the local church as well, was staying 
at their house and was also shot. Shadrack was taken to a 
nearby medical clinic, but he soon went to be with Jesus. Ladi 
leaves behind Jeffrey and their 16 month old baby.  
 
“For just as we share abundantly in the sufferings of Christ, so also our 

comfort abounds through Christ.” — 2 Corinthians 1:5 

7/24 — Lift up Jeffrey Moses, mourning the loss of his 
young wife Ladi. Pray that God will provide for him as he 
raises their baby. Pray for their safety from further attacks. 
7/25 — Pray for hard-pressed Christians in Nigeria to 
daily take up the shield of faith to extinguish every attack of 
the Enemy at their door. Pray for their endurance. 
7/26 — Pray for Nigerian Christians to rest in the truth 
that no power on earth can separate them from the love of 
God in Christ Jesus. Pray that their love for Him abounds. 
7/27 —  Pray for frightened Nigerian believers to reflect 
on the goodness of God and His sovereignty in the midst 
of our suffering world, knowing that His steadfast love 
endures forever and He will bring about perfect justice. 
7/28 — Praise God for the tremendous growth of His 
Church in Nigeria and rejoice that many Muslims have 
been saved through Christ since the spread of persecution. 
7/29 — Pray for the loved ones of Christian martyrs in 
Nigeria. Ask God to fill up their hearts and minds with the 
perfect love of Christ that they may rest free of hatred, 
vengeance and bitterness. 
7/30 — Pray that God gives our Nigerian brothers and 
sisters in Christ resilient hope through the Gospel. 
7/31—Ask for God’s protection over His saints in Nigeria.  

This Prayer Guide was based on reports from Smyrna’s ministry         
partners, direct contacts in Muslim countries, and from news agencies, 
including (but not  limited to): Morning Star News, Int’l Christian      
Concern,  Elam Ministries, and World Watch Monitor. Some names    
may have been changed or withheld for security reasons. 

July 

/SmyrnaMinistries             /SmyrnaMin 

smyrna@smyrnaministries.org | smyrnaministries.org 
P.O. Box 16474, Washington, DC, 20041 | 540-751-0500  

  SMYRNA MINISTRIES INTERNATIONAL 

 

 
         

 
“Mercy is God's Alpha,  
justice is His Omega.”  

 
— Thomas Brooks  
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Persecution Snap-Shots         
                                 

INDONESIA: On May 28th and 30th, Indonesian police 
uncovered a suicide bombing plot and arrested 11 Islamic 
terrorists who were planning to blow themselves up at 
several churches in Christian-majority Merauke, Papua 
province.  
 
THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO:       
Islamic fighters belonging to ADF, an affiliate of ISIS and a 
known terrorist organization, have massacred at least 70 
civilians in eastern DRC at the beginning of June. The 
DRC’s population is majority Christian (85-90%) and          
Islamic militants are targeting predominantly Christian                  
communities in this violent insurgency.  
 
BURKINA FASO: On Friday June 4th in northern         
Burkina Faso, during a 3 hour long attack, Islamic militants 
suspected of belonging to the Islamic State in the Greater 
Sahara, killed more than 130 civilians, including many       
Christians. The militants shot at the victims, torched their 
homes, and even launched explosives into mining holes 
where the residents hid for shelter.  

 Reminders Of Courage       

            
Umar, a convert from Islam who became a Christian      
pastor at Gospel Life Church in Uganda, survived an     
attack from Ugandan Muslims who poured a bucket of 
acid on his face, destroying his eyesight in one eye. He 
shares these words on healing through Christ and the      
liberating power of the Gospel: “I had fire from my head to my 
toes. And when they finished they shouted Allah Akbar! In Islam 
conversion is not allowed, and when you convert, you have become a 
traitor of the faith. The Lord gave me a message to reach Muslims in 
Uganda. Then the enemies of the cross, the enemies of the Gospel, the 
enemies of Israel, the enemies of the Bible, they chose to do this to me. 
But I forgive my attackers. We, the believers of Christ, must make 
sure we support those who are persecuted. In the world we must stand 
strong as Christians and make sure that we are reaching Muslims 
with the Gospel of Christ. It will bring peace to the world. It will 
bring liberty and salvation.” 

For the Persecuted Church 
Wherever Chris ans Suffer 

At the Hand of Islam. 
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