
April 1 — 8 
                 

SUDAN: Christian Leader Detained, Beaten  
                              

‘We will kill you if you continue with Christian activities in 
Tambul,’ the group of masked men threatened Osama Saeed 
Kodi, the chairman of the Christian Youth Union in al 
Jazirah state, Sudan.  
 
On Friday, February 19th, Osama was detained by              
authorities after he spoke up in opposition to the recent 
burnings of church buildings by Muslim groups in January. 
Osama was handcuffed, blindfolded, and beaten by those 
claiming to  be national security personnel. “I am still in pain 
as a result of this beating. I thank all those who stood with 
me during the detention. I shall continue to defend the right 
of the church despite all these obstacles”, Osama says.  
                

When President Omar al-Bashir was deposed in 2019 and his 
brutal regime came to an end, many were hopeful for a new        
pathway toward religious liberty in Sudan. But the transition-
al government’s administration has yet to prove that they are 
willing to make the necessary steps to secure religious liberty 
and peace for the country’s long-time vulnerable Christian 
population.  

“Since you are precious and honored in My sight, and because I love 
you, I will give people in exchange for you, nations in exchange              

for your life.” — Isaiah 43:4 

April 9 — 16 
                                              

UGANDA: Second Attack on Pastor’s Family  
                        

Area Muslims in Kibuku District Uganda violently assaulted a 
Christian pastor’s family for the second time in a month. 
Around 4 in the morning on Sunday, January 24th, the           
mob broke into the home of Christian pastor Moses Nabwana 
and his wife, Lovisa Naura.  
 
“I heard loud noises and plates being broken. The children and 
I woke up,” Lovisa told Morning Star News. “The attackers 
had broken the door and entered in. One started strangling me, 
while another threw one of my daughters outside through the 
window and broke the skin on her leg. The assailants left      
behind a Somali sword, which I think they possibly had 
planned to use to rape and then kill me,” she said.  
 
Pastor Moses and Lovisa were still recovering from the         
previous attack on December 27th which left them in the     
hospital with serious injuries. Moses is still in need of great 
medical attention and was in the hospital at the time of the 
second attack. “His health condition needs more attention, and 
preferably an Intensive Care Unit,” says Lovisa.   
                                
“Oh Lord, You hear the desire of the afflicted, You will strengthen their 

heart, You will incline Your ear.” — Psalm 10:17 

April 17 — 23 
                 

PAKISTAN: False Blasphemy Charges  
                  

On Saturday, February 13th, two Christian friends, Haroon 
Masih and Salamat Masih met to have their Bible study in    
Lahore’s Model Town Park. There they were approached by 
a group of Muslim youths who demanded that they stop 
reading the Bible in public. Haroon Masih responded to the 
group, telling them that since it isn’t a crime to read the   
Bible in public in Pakistan, they had no right to force them 
to stop. Some of the Muslims then began acting interested 
in learning about the Christian faith and asked if they had 
any reading material they could look at. Haroon finally gave 
them a Christian book titled, ‘Zindagi Ka Paani’ or ‘Water of 
Life’, and the group left the two men alone.   
Only minutes later the group returned, and began accusing 
the Christians of blasphemy. They gathered park security 
and lied to them, saying that the two Christians had used 
derogatory terms for the Koran and the prophet               
Muhammad and were trying to evangelize Muslims. Salamat 
was arrested and taken into custody, while Haroon had left 
before the group returned and is currently on a pre-arrest 
bail. If found guilty of the blasphemy charges, Salamat and    
Haroon could suddenly be facing the death penalty.  
“Vindicate me, O LORD, my God, according to Your righteousness, 

and let them not rejoice over me!” — Psalm 35:24 

4/1 — Pray for healing for Osama’s injuries from his 
detainment. Pray that those who treated him unjustly will 
be held to account. Praise God that his life was spared.  
4/2 — Pray for Osama to trust in the Lord’s steadfast 
provision and protection for him, his family & church.  
4/3 — Ask God to provide abundantly for the church 
congregations whose buildings were recently destroyed in 
Muslim mob violence. Pray for new meeting places.  
4/4 — Pray that our Sudanese brothers and sisters in 
Christ will draw incomparable strength from spending 
time in God’s Word and abiding in Jesus’ presence.  
4/5 — Praise God for the work of courageous evange-
lists and pastors spreading the Gospel and speaking on 
behalf of the Church in Sudan. Pray for Sudanese church 
leadership’s unity of the Spirit through the bond of 
peace. (Ephesians 4:3)  
4/6 — Pray for the harvest among Muslims in Sudan.  
4/7 — Pray for the Holy Spirit to convict Muslims in 
Sudan of their unlawful persecution of Christians and 
draw them to saving faith in Jesus Christ.   
4/8 — Pray for growing zeal for God’s glory and       
passion for His Word among believers in Sudan.  

4/9 — Praise God for shielding Pastor Moses and Lovisa 
from death at the hands of the mob. Pray for their complete 
physical recovery from the attack and pray that both of them 
will receive the necessary medical care they need for healing.  
4/10 — Pray for God’s protection over this Christian family 
living in Uganda. Pray for healing for Pastor Moses’ daugh-
ter’s leg injury and pray that they are guarded from fear.  
4/11 — Pray that those who attacked Pastor Moses will be 
brought to justice. Pray that they repent of their actions. 
4/12 — Praise God for rescuing and redeeming Pastor Moses 
and Lovisa as His chosen, beloved children. Pray for their 
continued perseverance for the Gospel.   
4/13 — Pray for God to provide sound teaching and shep-
herding for Pastor Moses’ congregation while he is away.  
4/14 — Ask God to enable His Spirit of sincere love and 
grace in Ugandan Christians when they interact with Muslims.  
4/15 — Pray for Uganda’s Muslim population to grow in 
their realization of Islam’s destructive failings, yearn for true 
peace, and have open hearts to receive the Gospel.   
4/16 — Pray for God’s wisdom to reside in Christians in 
Uganda as they seek divinely appointed opportunities for the 
spread of the Gospel and the expansion of His Kingdom.  

4/17 — Pray that Haroon and Salamat will be acquitted of 
all blasphemy charges. Pray for the endurance of their faith.  
4/18 — Pakistan’s blasphemy law is often used by Muslims 
to settle personal scores and vendettas against Christians. 
Pray for an overturning of this biased and harsh law.  
4/19 — Pray for God to uplift and sustain all our Christian 
brothers and sisters in Pakistan who are in prison on false 
blasphemy charges. Pray for their acquittal and release.  
4/20 — Pray for Pakistan’s Prime Minister Khan and    
provincial judges and authorities to act with wisdom, justice 
and mercy toward Christians who are wrongfully accused 
of blasphemy and overturn these discriminatory charges.  
4/21 — Pray for our Christian ministry partner in Pakistan, 
Dr. Ambrose and his staff offering medical care to the 
most oppressed and needy in Pakistan, including poor 
Christian families and brick kiln laborers. 
4/22 — According to the U.S. Commission on Interna-
tional Religious Freedom, more than 60 people accused 
of blasphemy have been murdered in Pakistan. Pray for our 
Father to comfort Christians who lost their loved ones.  
4/23 — Ask God to give Pakistani believers wise words 
and listening ears as they interact with their Muslim friends.  



April 24 — 30 
                                 
NIGERIA: The Blood of the Martyrs 
  
On Sunday evening, February 14th, ethnic Fulani Muslim 
herdsmen ambushed a group of young men belonging to an 
evangelical church in the Kwall district of north-central Ni-
geria’s Plateau State. Ezekiel Maja, 29; Emmanuel Agaba, 39; 
Moses Daburu, 26; and Kefas Bulus David, 31 were all shot 
and killed, and 42-year-old Bitrus Ezra was left wounded. The 
Fulani are traditionally nomadic herdsmen who have been 
used by Islamic extremists, including those in the Nigerian 
government and military, to claim Muslim territories in the 
name of Islamic jihad, at the expense of Christians.  
One week earlier on February 7th, Fulani Muslims also target-
ed Christians in Kishosho and Zirshe villages of Kaduna 
State, killing 5 Christians. One Christian native of Plateau 
state, David Mali, says, “In recent times, Fulani herdsmen 
have killed hundreds of our people, with thousands displaced, 
houses razed down and farmed crops destroyed, leaving     
behind 200 orphans and vulnerable children, as well as 50 
women widowed. Irigwe nation is our land, and no amount 
of evil force can compel us to relinquish it to those who hate 
us and our Christian faith.” 

“And behold, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”  
— Matthew 28:20 

4/24 — Ask God to comfort the grieving martyrs’ families 
and friends through the abiding hope and presence of 
Christ who has promised He will never leave or forsake us.  
4/25 — Pray that the Muslim terrorists such as Boko     
Haram who are instigating the Fulani attacks would be         
frustrated in their efforts to kill or displace Christians.  
4/26 — Pray for encouragement and provision of needs 
for the families of those killed and injured in the recent 
jihad-driven violence in Nigeria. Pray for them to be     
assured that their eternal reward and inheritance is great. 
4/27 — Ask God to grant clarity of mind and soberness of 
judgment to leaders and authorities in nations that are able 
to oppose the activity of Islamic terror groups in Nigeria.  
4/28 — Pray for God’s hand of protection to cover our 
brothers and sisters in Nigeria facing threat of violence and 
death every day. Pray for their eyes to remain fixed on Him. 
4/29 — Ask God to shelter His targeted Church in        
Nigeria; may He be their provider and their Rock of       
Refuge. Pray that the helmet of salvation will guard Nigeri-
an Christians from discouragement as their faith increases.  
4/30 — Pray for the Nigerian government and military to 
protect Christian farm families from Muslim terrorists,      
especially in the 12 northern states where sharia is law.   

This Prayer Guide was based on reports from Smyrna’s ministry         
partners, direct contacts in Muslim countries, and from news agencies, 
including (but not  limited to): Morning Star News, Int’l Christian      
Concern,  Elam Ministries, and World Watch Monitor. Some names    
may have been changed or withheld for security reasons. 
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“Christ’s kingdom is a realm of peace, and those in Christ’s 
community greet each other with a greeting of peace. Jesus’ 
disciples maintain peace by choosing to suffer instead of       

causing others to suffer. They preserve community when others 
destroy it. They renounce self-assertion and are silent in the 
face of hatred and injustice. That is how they overcome evil 
with good. That is how they are makers of divine peace in a 

world of hatred and war.”   
 

— Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

2021 

Persecution Snap-Shots                                    
                                                                         

INDONESIA: A protestant church in Bantul, Java, is now 
finally able to start the construction of their own building 
after its building permit was previously revoked. The church 
construction was not received well by local Muslims, and 
when protests erupted, the regent of Bantul gave in to the 
crowds and denied the Christians their building permit.  
 
EGYPT: Two Muslim brothers were charged in the murder 
of a Coptic Christian man in February. Christian shop-
owner Ramsis Bouls Hermina was stabbed to death in an 
attack in December 2020. Two other Christians,                 
including Ramsis’ brother, were also stabbed and seriously 
injured, but survived.  
 
KENYA: One month after the attack that destroyed five 
church buildings in Otamba, western Kenya, believers have 
not stopped gathering together to worship even as their 
charred structures are in great need of repair. “The believers 
have remained steadfast, and we have also seen our membership grow. 
The new members are convinced that the churches are being targeted for 
speaking the truth of the gospel,” said Pastor James Ondima.    

 Reminders Of Courage 
                  

“Thomas”, his friend lowered his voice so as not to be 
heard by the guard. “I have to ask you this favor. I need to 
know if what the others say about the grace of God is 
true. Tomorrow, when they burn you at the stake, if the 
pain is tolerable and your mind is still at peace, lift your 
hands above your head. Do it right before you die. Thom-
as, I have to know.”  Thomas Hauker whispered back to 
his friend, “I will.”  The next morning, Hauker was bound 
to the stake and the fire was lit. The fire burned a long 
time, but Hauker remained motionless. His skin was burnt 
and his fingers were gone. Everyone watching supposed 
he was dead. Suddenly, miraculously, Hauker lifted his 
hands, still on fire, over his head. He reached them up to 
the living God, and then, with great rejoicing, clapped 
them together three times. The people there broke into 
shouts of praise and applause. Hauker’s friend had his 
answer.  

For the Persecuted Church 
Wherever Chris ans Suffer 

At the Hand of Islam. 
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