
October 1 — 8 
                 

UGANDA: Forsaken by Family, Home with God 
                              

“I have been spending sleepless nights thinking of my cousin and best 
friend, Jalilu,” Waisana told Morning Star News by phone, 
even as he lays in a sick bed, recovering himself. “The whole of 
my body is aching. I am not sure whether I will get well or die and go to 
be with Christ.” Our hearts grieve along with our Christian 
brother Waisana. At the end of July, he and his cousin Jalilu 
were attacked by their own two Muslim fathers and a few 
other relatives. Last October Jalilu and Waisana heard the 
Gospel and both placed their trust in Christ. When their 
Muslim families heard of their conversion, however, they 
forced them out of the home immediately. Jalilu and Waisana 
found a place of their own in Mbale. But because of eco-
nomic hardships caused by shutdowns due to the spread of 
the corona virus, Jalilu and Waisana found themselves asking 
their family if they could return home this summer. Waisana 
shares, “At home we were questioned whether we were Christians, and 
we affirmed to them that we were still Christians but pleaded that we be 
received back. To our surprise, we were received with hostility, and the 
relatives arrived and started beating us with sticks and blunt objects 
before burying us in banana leaves.” Two weeks after the attack, 
Jalilu died from internal bleeding. Waisana is still recovering 
and has been in critical condition.   

“Strengthen me according to Your Word!” — Psalm 119:28 

October 9 — 16 
              

PAKISTAN: 14-year-old Girl Abducted and Raped 
                        

Maira Shahbaz is a 14-year-old Christian girl living in Pakistan 
who joins an alarmingly long list of young Pakistani girls who 
have been abducted, forcibly married to an older Muslim man, 
and “converted” to Islam.  
 
According to Maira’s relatives, she was abducted at gunpoint 
on April 28th, this year, from her home in Medina Town,      
Faisalabad.  Maira was repeatedly raped by her abductor, 
Nakash Tariq, a Muslim man who was already married. He also 
videotaped her and has used that tape as blackmail. Afterward, 
Maira was forced to sign papers consenting to the ‘marriage’ 
and her ‘conversion’ to Islam. Maira escaped however, in July.  
 
Maira says that Tariq has threatened to kill her and her family if 
she testifies in court to the truth of what he has done to her. 
Tariq is now claiming that Maira’s family has abducted his 
‘lawfully wedded wife’.  Even though the family has produced 
documentation in court proving that she is a minor, and that 
the marriage certificate is false (and illegal), the Lahore High 
Court dismissed the documents and ordered that Maira be          
returned to her abductor on August 4th.  

“Let Your unfailing love surround us, LORD, 
    for our hope is in You alone.” — Psalm 33:22 

October 17 — 24 
                  

NIGERIA: Killing Christians  
                         

Christians in northern Nigeria, particularly recently in                   
Kaduna State, are the ongoing targets of violence from both 
radicalized clans of Muslim Fulani herdsmen and members 
of more organized terror groups such as Boko Haram. On 
August 17th, Muslim Fulani herdsmen killed a Christian       
husband and father of nine children, Bulus Joseph (age 48). 
Bulus had placed himself between the gunmen as they       
approached and his wife and children on their family farm. 
His courage allowed for his family’s escape, but he paid with 
his own life.   
 
At around 8 a.m. on Monday, August 24th, over 20 Muslim 
Fulani herdsmen rode on motorbikes into the predominantly 
Christian village of Damba Kasaya in north-central Nigeria. 
The Muslim Fulani set fire to a Baptist Church, killed 35-year 
old Christian Benjamin Auta, and then kidnapped 7                
Christians. Among those abducted by the gunmen were 4 
students, including 3 girls between the ages of 10 and 16 as 
well as their 29-year-old teacher. As of this time, they are all 
still missing.   
                

             “My prayer is not that You take them out of the world, but that 
You protect them from the evil one.” — John 17:15 

10/1 — Ask God, the Great Physician, to heal Waisana 
both from his serious physical injuries as well as from the 
emotional trauma he has suffered. Pray that he will     
receive love, support and help from the body of Christ.  
10/2 — Pray for Waisana to be comforted in the death 
of his cousin Jalilu as he rests assured that he will be    
reunited with him one day again in heaven.  
10/3 — Pray that Waisana’s Muslim family members will 
be pierced with the guilt of their murderous actions,    
repent, and come to salvation through Christ as well.  
10/4 — Pray fervently that new Christian converts in 
Uganda, like Waisana, will stand firm in their faith against 
the violence of men and the schemes of our Enemy.  
10/5 — Pray that Christians in Uganda would have     
access to and diligently spend time in God’s Word.  
10/6 — Ask God to heal Waisana from the injuries and 
trauma he has suffered. Pray that he would be filled with 
the joy and hope of his unfading inheritance in Christ.   
10/7 — Pray to the Lord who loves justice, that He will 
act in power on behalf of our family in Christ in Uganda.  
10/8 — Pray Waisana will rest in the strength that God 
provides to forgive and love our enemies.  

10/9 — Pray for justice for Maira, for the courts to recognize 
the illegitimacy of her forced, underage marriage and for her 
to be freed and returned to her family soon.  
10/10 — Pray that Maira will find hope and comfort in the 
promises of Scripture, that her roots of faith will grow deep.  
10/11 — Pray that the God of all comfort will draw Maira 
deeper into loving relationship with Him as she perseveres.  
10/12 — Pray that Maira and other young girls like her who 
have been abducted and forced into abusive marriages will 
will rest in the arms of Christ and find His eternal love to be 
the healing balm for their frightened hearts.  
10/13 — Pray for God’s protection over Christians girls       
kidnapped in Pakistan today. According to RLPB it is         
estimated that 1,000 minority girls, including many Chris-
tians, are abducted in majority-Muslim Pakistan every year.  
10/14 — Pray for our partner Dr. Ambrose’s perseverance as 
he ministers to the needy, sick and vulnerable in Pakistan.  
10/15 — Pray for God’s protection over Christians persecut-
ed for their faith in Pakistan.  Ask God to remind them often 
of His steadfast love, faithfulness and new mercies.  
10/16 — Pray that Pakistani authorities will pursue every     
avenue to secure the release of kidnapped Christians girls. 

10/17 — Pray that Christians grieving the death of loved 
ones in Nigeria will make their home in Christ and that His 
continual presence will bring them peace and comfort.  
10/18 — Pray for our hard-pressed brothers and sisters in 
Nigeria to know that the day is coming soon when Jesus will 
return to restore justice, to bring His bride home, and to 
wipe away every tear from their eyes, ushering in eternal joy.  
10/19 — Pray that believers in Nigeria set their gaze fixedly 
on the upward call of Christ, knowing He Himself is ac-
quainted with grief, having been rejected by men. (Isaiah 53) 
10/20 — Pray for Nigerian Christians to rest in the           
assurance that God will redeem all this suffering and use it 
for His divine purpose and glory.  
10/21 — Pray for the Church to stand united in His Spirit.  
10/22 — Please lift up our Nigerian partner Pastor Saint’s 
perseverance for the sake of the Gospel and pray for the 
protection and endurance of His beloved saints in Nigeria.   
10/23 — Pray for the Holy Spirit to shower encouragement 
and joyful hope on all Christians targeted in Nigeria as   the 
persecution and bloodshed escalates.  
10/24 — Pray for His supernatural strength to fill and     
embolden Nigerian Christians to proclaim the Gospel.  



October 25 — 31 
                                 

ETHIOPIA: Over 500 Christians Martyred  
                        

By the beginning of September, reports surfaced from the 
Christian Post and ICC (International Christian Concern) 
exposing the bloody campaign being carried out on Ethiopian 
Christians since late June.  
 
Islamic extremists armed with guns, machetes and spears are 
going door-to-door to find Christians, especially those known 
for being active in the Church, according to ICC. At least 500 
Christians have been slaughtered in the killing spree so far. 
One Christian was beheaded by the jihadists after refusing to 
remove his string necklace, signifying his Christian baptism. 
Eyewitness reports detailed the murder of an elderly Christian 
couple, who were beaten to death in their home and their 
bodies then dragged through the streets. Dozens of Christian 
businesses and homes have been vandalized, destroyed and 
burned. Pray for an end to the bloodshed and violence, and 
for God’s peace and justice to prevail in Ethiopia.  

 
“I know that the LORD will maintain the cause of the afflicted, 

    and will execute justice for the needy. 
Surely the righteous shall give thanks to Your name; 

    the upright shall dwell in Your presence.” Psalm 140:12-13 

10/25 — Pray for God to comfort the hundreds of           
grieving and displaced Christians in Ethiopia. Ask God to 
remind them of their true home in heaven, and of His     
coming justice that will reign over the earth.  
10/26 — Pray for the physical protection and spiritual      
encouragement of our brothers and sisters in Ethiopia.   
10/27 — Pray for Ethiopia’s Prime Minister Abiy to pursue   
a vision for religious liberty, stability and peace on behalf of 
persecuted Christians in Ethiopia.  
10/28 — Pray for believers in Ethiopia to set their minds 
on things above, leaning into Christ who “gives strength to 
the weary, and increases the power of the weak.” (Isaiah 40)  
10/29 — Ask God to embolden His saints in Ethiopia 
through His abiding Spirit to withstand this suffering. Ask 
the Holy Spirit to move in a mighty way across this nation 
and lead great numbers of Muslims to repentance and faith.  
10/30 — Pray for God to restrain and thwart the wicked 
plans of those who are shedding innocent blood in Ethio-
pia. Pray that authorities will hold the guilty accountable.  
10/31 — Pray for the continued bold proclamation of the 
Gospel and the spread of God’s glory as His Church is 
established in Ethiopia through the faithfulness and                 
perseverance of faithful, zealous followers of Christ.  

This Prayer Guide was based on reports from Smyrna’s ministry         
partners, direct contacts in Muslim countries, and from news agencies, 
including (but not  limited to): Morning Star News, Int’l Christian      
Concern,  Elam Ministries, and World Watch Monitor. Some names    
may have been changed or withheld for security reasons. 
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“I saw more clearly than ever, that the first great and primary 

business to which I ought to attend every day was,  
to have my soul happy in the Lord.”   

 
— George Mueller  

2020 

Persecution SnapPersecution SnapPersecution SnapPersecution Snap----ShotsShotsShotsShots                                                    

                                                                                                                                                                                         
 
IRAN:  This September, 5 Iranian Christian converts from 
Islam fled Iran after their appeals were all rejected by               
Iranian court. These cases date back to arrests from a 
Christmas celebration in 2014, but their sentences were only 
finally given in the last year.   
 
ERITREA: In the first week of September at least 27 
Christians were released from prison in Eritrea. It is        
believed that the Christians were only released because of 
corona virus concerns, and may likely be returned to prison 
once fears over the pandemic subside.  
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Nicholas Ridley was martyred on Oct. 16, 1555, a Protestant 

Christian martyr, and one of the finest minds in the early 

English Protestant Reformation. Before being burned at the 

stake in Oxford, England, Nicholas Ridley spoke this         

testimony: “I tell you this so you won’t be ashamed by my 

death. If you love me, you will rejoice that God has called 

me to this honor, which is greater than any earthly honor I 

could ever attain.  

 

Who wouldn’t be happy to die for this cause? I trust in the 

Lord God, who put His mind, will and affection in my 

heart, and I choose to lose all my world substance, and my 

life, too, rather than deny His known truth. He will comfort 

me, aid me, and strengthen me forever, even to the yielding 

of my spirit and soul into His Hands.”  

For the Persecuted Church 

Wherever Christians Suffer 

At the Hand of Islam. 


