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 10 Reasons why the "religion of peace" must
be countered with prayer and evangelism

Today, the global reality of Islam manifests itself in iron-fisted totalitarian

control with little allowance for personal faith or practice. It’s not just

Christians who suffer appalling persecution. Muslim refugees often come

to the West fleeing the repression of sharia law and depredations rooted

in Allah’s draconian dictates in the Qur’an and Hadith. 

Our media consistently takes a “warm and fuzzy”  approach to Islam.

Reporters and pundits ignore staggering amounts of data that contradict

the “religion of peace” manifesto they choose to believe.

But as Christians, we don’t need to whitewash the impact Islam is having

on the world. We need to face it and combat the darkness with the power

we receive from Jesus Christ through intense prayer, joyful worship, and

bold evangelism. 

Why does Smyrna focus on the Persecuted Church
suffering at the hand of Islam?

In this book we’ll be unpacking the ten reasons why we focus on Islamic

persecution of Christians and some of the unique aspects of Islam that

other media and organizations ignore.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b-Dzm1QgQck


The goal of “Why Islam?” will be to provide you with a solid understanding

of what actual, non-politically correct Islam looks like around the world

so that you will:

1) have compassion for 1.7 billion men, women and kids enslaved in this

demonic false religion, and

2) pray with increased knowledge and fervor for the Gospel to demolish

the strongholds of Islam.

“For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine

power to destroy strongholds." — 2 Corinthians 10:4

What is a Muslim? Strip away the label, and a Muslim is a human being

created in the image of God who has been spiritually enslaved to a false

god that denies Christ’s divinity and Sonhood. None of us can claim

superiority, because apart from Jesus, we would be serving Satan

ourselves. “You used to live in sin, just like the rest of the world, obeying

the devil--the commander of the powers in the unseen world. He is the

spirit at work in the hearts of those who refuse to obey God" (Ephesians

2:2).

My prayer is for God to give each of us increased opportunities to serve

the Persecuted Church suffering at the hand of Islam and to reach out to

Muslims here with the eternity-altering, life-changing message of the

Gospel. Satan and the forces of darkness oppose and fiercely hate

this Foundation. 

Paul, in Ephesians 6, warns that anyone who believes in Christ and desires

a life transformed by the Gospel will be relentlessly opposed by Satan. 

 - Bill Wilcox, Executive Director

http://biblehub.com/ephesians/2-2.htm
http://biblehub.com/esv/ephesians/6.htm




It is a fact that where Islam becomes dominant, anti-Christian

persecution rises…and people born into Muslim families lose their

freedom to seek the truth about God for themselves.

Islam is the common factor in 40 of the top 50 countries that most

severely persecute Christians. It’s not politically (or academically) correct

to draw attention to the real-life consequences of Islamic teaching across

the globe, but, as prayer warriors for the Persecuted Church, we need an

accurate picture of what our brothers and sisters face. In 2016, out of the

top ten worst persecutor nations, nine have populations that are 50

percent Muslim or greater.

Wherever Islam gains power, followers of Jesus are persecuted. The

secular world becomes confused and disoriented when trying to explain

Islamic persecution. Without an understanding of the spiritual nature of

this conflict, they are left in the dark.

In a study on the rise of “Islamic ultra- fundamentalism,” the author said

Christians are targeted because their “social teachings on life, family and

poverty are opposed by powerful forces.” Without even knowing it, the

author was right. But the “powerful forces” are not primarily Saudi

princes, corrupt imams, or even terror groups like Boko Haram, but rather

spiritual agents of the enemy of Jesus, who has “blinded the minds of

unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the Gospel that displays

the glory of Christ, who is the image of God” (2 Cor. 4:4).  

 

Orthodox Islam explicitly denies the Sonship and Deity of Jesus Christ, His

atoning death and His resurrection. That is the root cause of the

persecution: spiritual hatred of the Light of the World manifesting in

outward deeds of opposition. As we intercede for the Church suffering at

the hand of Islam, we must also remember to pray for the millions of

people born into Muslim families who are afraid to question Islam. They

are not allowed to ask any questions about Allah’s capricious and cruel

nature. If they do, they could be branded as apostates and killed. One

Muslim background believer, A., shared how most of his Muslim friends

are “atheists in their hearts.” They reject the god of Islam privately, but

http://www.breitbart.com/national-security/2017/01/01/report-90000-christians-killed-faith-2016/


publicly pretend to serve him out of public pressure or fear of

persecution.

Let us remember that God reigns over the nations (Psalm 47:8) and ask

Him to open doors for the Gospel to be proclaimed even in the

strongholds of Islam. Let us also pray for the endurance and sanctification

of Christians who suffer at the hand of Islam, that they may “entrust their

souls to their faithful Creator and continue to do good” (1 Peter 4:19).

Satan desires to maximize the pain and suffering of the innocent. Muslim

men, women, and children around the globe are trapped in this dark tide

of Islam, and they desperately need to be liberated by the precious blood

of Jesus. As you lift up suffering saints to the throne of God, please

remember to pray also for the repentance and redemption of lost

Muslims as well.



What does orthodox Islam instruct Muslims to do to those who

“apostasize” or leave the Islamic faith? Muhammad said: “Whoever

changes his religion, execute him.” – quoted from the hadith of Al-

Bukhaari, number 2794. 

The more clearly we understand the actual, real-world manifestation of

Islamic teachings, the better we will be able to support converts from

Islam and pray for Muslims trapped in this hopeless system.  

To our Western way of thinking, influenced greatly by Christian principles,

religious belief is a personal choice an individual makes for himself, but in

cultures where Islam dominates, religion is an external, public duty.

Dissent or lack of participation threatens the purity of the environment.

Keep in mind, Islam teaches that people are basically good, so any

mistakes they make are because of temptations from impure external

forces.

A person who questions Muhammad’s life, challenges Islamic teaching

(or attempts to “reform” Islam), or professes belief in another faith is guilty

of creating “fitna.” Fitna means public disorder, out of line with a pure

Islamic society. Apostasy is one of the most dangerous forms of fitna. An

unpunished apostate is a living example of disobedience whose actions

could lead other Muslims off the Islamic path.

 



The overwhelming majority of the Islamic world approves of these rules

concerning apostasy: the male apostate, unless mentally ill, should be

executed. The female apostate should be: 

“…thrown in prison until she returns to Islam or dies, being whipped

thirty-nine times every day…She must be imprisoned, because she, after

being a Muslim, did not give Allah the rights due him; so she must be

obliged to pay back these rights by being imprisoned.” – quoted from The

Case of the Female Apostate by ‘Abdurrahmani’l-Djaziri.

Note: A 2013 PEW study found that in the following countries, death for

abandoning Islam was supported by the majority of the population:

Egypt, 86%, Jordan, 82%, Afghanistan, 79%, Pakistan, 76%, Palestinian

Territories, 66%, Malaysia, 62%.

Even in the West, converts from Islam face persecution. Their families and

friends cut them off, harass or even harm them. I recently read an article

that explained that former Muslims in the U.S. and Canada will drive

hundreds of miles to attend secret support meetings organized by a

group called “Ex-Muslims of North America” because they are so

desperate to talk to people who understand what they are going

through.

The loneliness and suffering of these people moves my heart with

compassion. This year, it is my prayer that the Church will have a boldness

to reach out to Muslims and former Muslims and invite them into the

family of God. And I pray that as God adds Muslim background believers 

to our congregations, we will grow more and more into loving church

families, because we are the household of the God who IS Himself love.

 

 

 

 

http://www.light-of-life.com/eng/ilaw/
http://www.light-of-life.com/eng/ilaw/
http://www.pewforum.org/2013/04/30/the-worlds-muslims-religion-politics-society-beliefs-about-sharia/#how-should-sharia-be-applied
http://www.nationalreview.com/article/444556/muslim-apostates-north-america-face-leftist-scorn-muslim-death-threats


 

Let us pray:

For the Muslim parents whose children want to leave Islam, for
Muslim wives whose husbands are apostates, for brothers
and friends and grandparents who live with the burden and the
fear that their loved ones could face death because of apostasy.
We pray they would all come to faith in Christ. For those
Muslims who are filled with hatred and a thirst for vengeance
against the “apostate” to be restrained from violence.

For converts from Islam to persevere. We pray they will cling to
the fact that they have been set free from the judgements and
rules of Islam. “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a
holy nation, a people for His own possession, that you may
proclaim the excellencies of Him who called you out of
darkness into His marvelous light. Once you were not a people,
but now you are God’s people; once you had not received
mercy, but now you have received mercy” (1 Peter 2:9-10).



We need to remember that the persecution, repression, violence, poverty

and sexism associated with Islam are NOT the primary reasons followers

of Christ should pray for the Muslim world; those things are merely the

natural fruit of a religion rooted in lies about Jesus Christ.

Do we as Christians speak up when it comes to Islam because followers of

Muhammad are among the most violent persecutors of Christians? Is our

primary focus pointing out the barbaric legacy of the Qur’an or drawing

attention to the degradation of women in most Islamic societies? Those

aspects of Islam, too often whitewashed by a pandering, gutless media,

are worthwhile topics. Yet while speaking out against injustice is

important, as the Church, speaking the truth about the Son of God is THE

most important thing we can do. We can’t get distracted by public

square arguments to the point where we neglect proclaiming spiritual

truth. 

It is easy to get caught up in the ravages of ISIS and the cruelty of Boko

Haram to the point where all we are talking about and praying for is

God’s vengeance to strike them and stop them. However, that mindset

shows we have forgotten what is ultimately animating these evil deeds –

the spiritual forces of darkness whose chief weapon is deception. Lies

about God. Lies about Jesus. Deception, denial, and more deception.

 

 



 

   Why Islam? 

Because Islam gets three fundamental things very, very wrong:

The Qur’an and Hadith teach that Jesus was a mere man who was not

crucified, did not rise from the dead, and made no claim to be more than

a “slave of Allah." “The Messiah, Jesus son of Mary, was only a messenger of

Allah…Allah is only one. He is too transcendent and majestic to have a

son. The Messiah is not ashamed to be a slave of Allah” (Surahs 4:171,172,

5:72,73). According to 1 John 1:22, anyone who denies the Sonship of Jesus

is not speaking for God, but rather, for Satan. Islam denies the Sonship,

the deity, the crucifixion and the resurrection of Christ.

Islamic teaching on sin is a mass of confusion. People are born good, and

if they never murder a fellow Muslim, never deny that Muhammad was

Allah’s messenger, keep the five pillars of Islam, and try their best to

worship Allah, then they have a chance at Paradise. “Allah will deliver

those who fear Him, for they have earned Heaven” (Surah 39:61). But only

a chance, not an assurance. Allah can change his mind at any time

and for any reason, even pulling a damned soul out of hell and “counting

all their evil deeds as good” if he so pleases (Surah 4:40;6:160). The only

unpardonable sin in Islam is shirk (denying Allah is only One…i.e. saying

he has a Son). Repentance from the heart is not a guarantee of

forgiveness, especially in cases of apostasy or mocking the prophet. Allah

is inconsistent; earning his forgiveness is not something a Muslim can be

certain about.

Islam claims to value the Torah (law of Moses – the Pentateuch), Zabur

(Psalms), and Injil (Gospels) as part of Allah’s revelation. Muhammad

himself is instructed to measure his own message against the Book of the

Jews and Christians (Surah 10:94). However, when differences are exposed

between the Bible and the Qur’an, Islam appeals to the doctrine of tahrif,

which says that the Jews and Christians tampered with the text,

 



 

twisted words, forged documents, and basically made the Bible

untrustworthy. Islam denies the inerrancy of the Bible and claims that

the Qur’an is the final and perfect word of Allah, and abrogates (or

annuls) all previous revelations. 

 Why should I be on my knees praying for God’s children in the Islamic

world? 

Because only the truth is able to set men and women free, and Islam

perverts the Truth!  

Christians, especially converts from Islam, need prayer support and

encouragement to hold fast to Scripture and not get sucked into

compromise, syncretism, or aloof legalism. They are surrounded by

people trapped in an iron web of traditions and teachings that counter

and contradict the most fundamental truths about the Son, the Father’s

plan of redemption, and His revealed Word and will. I need to remember

to pray for the souls of my persecuted brothers and sisters, asking the

Lord to strengthen them in His truth which never changes or deceives.



As I reflect on the top reasons that Smyrna is dedicated to raising prayer

for those living under the iron fist of Islam, the heinous living conditions

of women in the Muslim world draws attention. The magnitude of their

suffering is mind-boggling. Join me in crying out to our Creator, because

only His hands can bring comfort to so many who have suffered so much.

“Men are the protectors and maintainers of women, because Allah has

given the one more than the other, and because they support them

from their means. Therefore the righteous women are devoutly

obedient, and guard in [the husband’s] absence what Allah would have

them guard. As to those women on whose part you fear disloyalty and

ill-conduct, [first] admonish them, [next] refuse to share their beds,

[and last] beat them” (Surah 4:34).

Nearly 40 percent of the world’s 1.4 billion Muslims are unable to read or

write: the percentage skyrockets if you divide the genders and only look

at female literacy rates:

Of the 28 countries scoring worst for women when it comes to

literacy, 20 are Islamic states

The top 7 countries with the biggest gaps between the number of

boys and girls who receive a primary school education are Muslim

countries 

 



 

  

22 out of the top 27 countries where women comprise less than one-

third of the workforce are Islamic.

Note: These numbers were taken from a UN Dept of Economic and Social

Affairs report in 2010, yet the U.N. Population Fund says women are

perceived as mistreated under Islam because of “negative Western

stereotypes.”

Sadly, few people in the West are willing to point out the correlation

between Islam and the oppressive traditions of orthodox Islam. Those

that do are accused of “stereotyping.” Feminists outright ignore the

barbaric effects of Sharia law, and the United Nations can’t seem to face

the reality of statistics drawn from its own reports. Women living where

Islam is dominant are overwhelmingly viewed as the disposable property

of their male relatives, which is no accident.

Muhammad himself, the “holy prophet,” was simultaneously married to

eleven women – including a nine-year-old and his own forcibly divorced

daughter-in-law. He endorsed the slave trade, advising his followers to

keep slave-girls if they were not satisfied with their two, three, or four

wives. Although at one point he said, “Be kind to women sprung from

your rib,” he kept concubines and taught that wife-beating was a

necessary discipline, not a domestic crime. In nations like Afghanistan,

where around 80 percent of marriages take place without the woman’s

consent, Muhammad’s example is cited as the justifying rationale behind

the forced marriages.

The stories and statistics go on and on…but the truth is, so many of these

women believe that their lives are worthless. Allah created them to be

used by men, even in “paradise.” Because so few get a chance to study

Islam for themselves, they truly have no idea that, in actual practice, Islam

treats them worse than animals.

 



 

  

Why does Smyrna focus on Islam? One big reason is that Christian

women living where Islam is dominant are harassed, abused,

assaulted, kidnapped, and treated in ways I cannot even describe…and so

are Muslim women. The healing, restorative, justice-bringing power of

Jesus Christ is desperately needed wherever the flag of Islam is raised.

As followers of Jesus we pray for:

Persecuted Christian women who have been kidnapped,
forcibly married, and abused in the name of Allah to find refuge
in Jesus Christ and the hope we have in Him. 
 
Muslim women desperate to escape their pain to hear the Good
News about the One who made them in His image, with dignity
and worth. 
 
Evangelists, pastors, and teachers to have renewed strength
and perseverance to present Christ in the Islamic world.

“There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is

neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” (Gal. 3:28)

Muslim women don’t realize that God values them equally with men, and

they suffer horrible bondage. Christian women in Islamic strongholds

suffer great persecution at the hand of Muslim men.

“Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave

Himself for her.” (Eph. 5:25) Married Muslim women have no idea that God

wants their husbands to love them unconditionally, sacrificially, being

willing to die for them, like Christ loved the church.

 



Please pray for the women living in Islamic countries – Christian, Muslim

and those of other faiths – who are often living in great degradation and

despair.



Because too many Christians are afraid to
engage.

It seems at times that much of the modern Western Church is afraid of

Muslims, afraid to provoke their anger by sharing the truth with them.

However, we are not motivated to engage Muslims with a spirit of fear or

hate, but with Christ’s “perfect love that casts out fear” (1 Jn. 4:18).

 

I was recently asked, “Why is Smyrna anti-Islam?” And my first reaction

was, “We aren’t anti-Islam as much as we are pro-Jesus Christ and His

truth.” It struck me that too often, we allow ourselves to be defined by

what we are against, not what we are for. More than anything, Smyrna is

for the redemption and perseverance of the blood-bought saints of God.

One of Islam’s stated goals is to subjugate and destroy those who follow

Jesus.

 

Anti-Islam? Yes. Anti-Muslim? No.

 

 

 



Missionary to Liberia and Guinea, author of several excellent books on

Islam, and professor at Biola University, Jeff Morton recently shared a

helpful explanation of the difference between being against Islam but

not against Muslims:

“Let me iterate. I hate Islam. There is nothing good in a religion that

glorifies a 6th century tribal warlord, his sexual exploits, and his

megalomaniacal plans to submit humanity to his religion; yet I love

Muslims. I have defended their honor before Christians. I have had

Muslims in my home for meals, for visits, and even to live. I have visited

with Muslims in their homes. I have Muslim friends….My challenge to each

Christian is to do the hard work of separating, distinguishing, and

understanding the differences between the religion of Islam and the

person, the Muslim.

The Church must love Muslims, and the biblical way to love them is to

talk about Jesus. It’s not enough to show your hospitality to a Muslim, but

it is loving to share Jesus while hosting them in your home.

It is loving to point out the inadequacies of Islam to a Muslim. It is loving

to admit your own misgivings and fears about Islam, while affirming your

compassion for the Muslim.”

Muslims are men, women and children who are made in God’s image

and for whom Christ died that they might be saved. We must distinguish

clearly between our opposition to Islam and our love and concern for

Muslims who are in bondage to that false and oppressive religion.

We pray for those in the Church who are held captive to fear of Islam. We

pray that they remember that He who is with us is greater than all the

hosts of darkness! Smyrna focuses on the Persecuted Church suffering at

the hand of Islam – and on the Muslims who are spiritually deceived –

because we long to see Spirit-given boldness animate the  

witness of the Christian community in response to Islam. 

 

 

 

 

http://smyrnaministries.org/%20http:/biblicalmissiology.org/2017/02/27/a-time-to-hate-a-time-to-love/


 

 

We pray:   
 
  For boldness in witness to Muslims by the Body of Christ both
here in the United States and around the world. May we never
allow fear of Islam to cause us to put our lamps underneath a
bushel and fail to share our faith with those who desperately
need to hear about Jesus.  
 
  For wisdom and discernment for Christians around the world
to  hear the prompting of the Holy Spirit as He identifies
opportunities to present the gospel to lost Muslims.  
 
  For increased courage from God’s people to declare the truth
about Jesus against the firestorm of Satan’s lies inherent in
Islamic teaching…that Christians, being His Body, will “always be
prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks the reason for
the hope that they have in Him.” (1 Peter 3:15)

 



Because most major voices in our culture
speak “smooth things” regarding Islam,
whitewashing the picture of what following
Muhammad actually looks like in reality.

Unlike other religions, Islam “affirms” three parts of the Bible – the

Pentateuch (Torah), the Psalms, and the Gospels – while claiming

Christians and Jews have changed and corrupted the original text. This is

a bald-faced lie. We cannot be silent about this distortion of history.

Christians must not take a “politically correct” approach to Islam because

we should not affirm by our silence a false religion that so badly distorts

the message of our Creator and King.

“Do not prophesy to us what is right; speak to us smooth things, prophesy

illusions, leave the way, turn aside from the path, let us hear no more

about the Holy One of Israel.” – Isaiah 30:10-11

Convert from Islam Nonie Darwish spent the first 30 years of her life a

Muslim; her father died as a “shahid” or Muslim martyr. Yet today, the

Egyptian Christian spends her time speaking out about the fundamental

differences between the God of the Bible and the Allah of the Qur’an.  

 

http://www.christianpost.com/news/muslim-turned-christian-author-wholly-different-islam-rebellion-against-bible-175757/


 

Recently, she wrote a book called Wholly Different: Why I chose Biblical

values over Islamic values. Far from being politically correct, she writes: 

“The Islamic god, Allah, requires his followers to dedicate their lives to

change, fix, convert, or kill kafirs, whom Allah calls his enemies. That, in a

nutshell, is the holy mission of a Muslim if he is to please his god and go

to heaven.” Her words echo that of Egyptian theologian Yusuf al-

Qaradawi. In 2009, speaking of Jews (and those who are friends of Jews),

he said, “Oh, Allah, count their numbers, and kill them down to the very

last one.” Keep in mind he is one of the Muslim world’s most respected

religious voices and the head of the International Union of Islamic

scholars.

Darwish makes the distinction very clear, laying out some key differences,

such as:

Jesus Died for Us vs. We Must Die for Allah  

 

Life Is Sacred vs. Death Is Worship  

 

We Are All Sinners vs. They Are All Sinners  

 

God the Redeemer vs. Allah the Humiliator  

 

What al-Qaradawi and Darwish are saying is the same: the Qur’an and the

Bible have very, very different messages. Islam denies the sin-sickness of

the human heart. Denies God’s plan to send a Savior. Denies the Sonship

and Divinity of Jesus. Denies the biblical view that Jesus is God’s final

Word to man, the final Prophet, the final Priest, the final Sacrifice.

 

https://www.amazon.com/Wholly-Different-Biblical-Values-Islamic/dp/1621575780
https://townhall.com/columnists/calebparke/2017/04/07/what-every-american-needs-to-know-about-islam-n2310392


 

Islam denies Christ’s death and resurrection. Yet at the same time, Islam

claims parts of the Bible as part of its own scriptures (though considering

it far inferior to the Qur’an). 

Muhammad appropriated the reputation of Christianity for his own

purposes, claiming the Torah, Psalms and Gospels had been corrupted by

jealous Jews and Christians to discredit him. Despite the obvious

problems of this claim (and verses like Surah 98:6, which says “The

Christians, Jews and idol worshipers, who do not believe in Muhammad

or the Qur’an, are going to burn forever in hell and are the worst creatures

on earth”) much of the world believes Islam, Judaism, and Christianity all

basically teach the same things.

Why does Smyrna focus on Islam? Because illusions about Islam are

spiritually (and often physically) destructive. In a world where Islam-

driven terror attacks and persecution are often met with logically and

theologically ridiculous platitudes and calls for “tolerance”, Christians

need to understand that only the truth, the One who is Truth, is able to

bring deliverance and healing.

“A thousand shall flee at the threat of one; at the threat of five you shall

flee, till you are left like a flagstaff on the top of a mountain, like a signal

on a hill.” - Isaiah 30:17

In Isaiah 30:17, God warned His people that, because they refused to trust

in Him, they would live in fear. In many churches, this is exactly how

people are responding to militant Islam. Ignoring reality, trusting in the

smooth words of false teachers and politicians, and yet terrified of

terrorists.

In the very next verse, the Lord says He is waiting to be gracious to His

people, and the rest of the chapter tells of His people rejecting idols and

false teachers and being fully healed by God’s own hand. Because of

Christ, we know that healing is certain, and we long to see those who’ve

been deceived and harmed by Islam turn to Him in faith.



 

 
 We pray: 
 
That western Christians would not be deceived by the
“politically correct” representations of Islam that are put forth
by so many of our western leaders. 
 
That our Christian brothers and sisters suffering at the hand of
Islam would hold fast to the hope of their faith in Christ and
persevere despite the intense persecution faced by so many. 
 
That our persecuted brothers and sisters in Islamic strongholds
and we who uphold them in prayer and sustenance would not
live in fear of Islam but rather boldly proclaim Christ.



Because Islam’s history echoes with the
weeping of children who have been
abandoned and abused in the name of
Allah.

As you read this, I pray that you are gaining a solid understanding of what

actual, non-politically correct Islam looks like in the places where

Christians face persecution. As we have seen, Islam distorts the

fundamental truth about Christ’s identity and man’s need of God’s mercy,

falling in step with satanic forces. The spiritual darkness of Islam is

nowhere so clear as in the area of child abuse. The codified approval of

the suffering and pain of little children is clearly the work of Satan.

Consider:

1. Adoption is illegal. Muhammad’s lust for his adopted son’s wife was

followed by Allah’s revelation that his daughter-in-law was a permissible

wife because “Allah has not...made your adopted sons your real sons”

(Surah 33:4). Muhammad’s lust and religious justification has led to the

heartbreaking isolation and suffering of millions upon millions of

orphaned children in the Islamic world.

 



 

2. Little girls - and boys - are sexually abused. A year after moving to  

Medina, Muhammad chose the child of his right hand man, Abu Bakr, as

a wife. “The Prophet wrote (the marriage contract) with Aisha while she

was six years old and consummated his marriage with her while she was

nine years old and she remained with him for nine years (i.e. till his

death)” (quoted from the hadith ‘The Correct Books of Bukhari,’ volume 7,

book 62, number 88). Today, millions upon millions of little girls face

horrifying abuse as Muslim men emulate their prophet. But not just girls.

Boys are also victims. One Afghani warlord boasted that he had abused

3,000 young boys over a 20 year period.

3. Children are brutalized in madrassas. Ayan Hirsi Ali, a prominent

secular critic of Islam, made headlines when she said that madrassas are

“child abuse, pure and simple.” Children are forced to memorize Islamic

texts. If they fail, they are beaten. In 2015, an Egyptian fifth-grader was

beaten to death by his teacher. In 2008, a math teacher in Alexandria

kicked a child to death. In Britain, the BBC has reported that Islamic

schools abuse children with impunity. Over a three year period, 421

Muslim children reported being abused in British madrassas. Out of those

421 cases, only 10 went to court, and only 2 resulted in conviction. Muslim

families are afraid to press charges; they are afraid they too will become

victims of violence. As a recent article on child abuse in Australia stated,

children abused in Islamic institutions live in “a culture of fear” so strong

that very few are brave enough to speak up.

Unlike the warm, fuzzy version the Western powers applaud, actual

Islam is a demonic false religion that enslaves 1.7 billion people,

including children whose lives are marked by almost incomprehensible

pain and sorrow. Let us be earnest in prayer for the physical and spiritual

liberation of Muslim children who are suffering from sexual and other

physical abuse that is allowed and/or tolerated in much of the Islamic

world.

 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2010/apr/25/middle-east-child-abuse-pederasty
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2010/apr/25/middle-east-child-abuse-pederasty
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-4357088/Islam-critic-Ayaan-Hirsi-Ali-says-shut-Muslim-schools.html
http://www.ibtimes.com/egypt-student-killed-teacher-cairo-school-closed-after-fatal-beating-1840316
http://www.bbc.com/news/education-15256764
http://www.heraldsun.com.au/news/national/islamic-groups-have-dodged-scrutiny-by-the-royal-commission-into-institutional-child-sex-abuse/news-story/327a250f5618a2c3a3fdfb1d5d855b83


 

"Over 90 percent of those who call themselves Muslims are not Muslims

because of knowledge; they were born into Islam or submit to the system

   to avoid punishment or receive some benefit.” - Brother Daniel, convert

from Islam 

Islamic regions of the world have historically been hard, rocky ground for

missionaries sowing seeds of evangelism. However, in recent years we are

seeing a growing harvest of Muslims coming to Christ as they see the 

increasing terrorism and abuse of women and children carried out in

Allah’s name.

Please call on the Lord in your prayers to touch the hearts of Muslims and

draw them to Christ. Ask Him to protect and to liberate the Muslim

women and children who are horribly abused. 



Because more and more people are backing
away from Muslims in fear and apathy,
which is exactly the behavior that enabled
Islam to grow and spread in the 7th century.

We have seen that although Islam claims to “affirm” the Bible, the words

of the Qur’an and Hadith repudiate every main doctrine that Jesus

taught. As Christians, we cannot afford to be politically correct when it

comes to confronting the true nature of this false religion. We need to

reflect on the consequences of ignoring our King’s commission to make

disciples…and pray that as we follow Christ and learn to love Him more

and more, we will also be emboldened to love Muslims more and more.

In listening to Ken Temple, a missionary in Turkey who now serves as a

teacher to Iranian believers, I learned that the Arabic word “Injil” is

actually a corrupted form of the Greek word “Evangel,” which means

Good News. In places, the Quran claims that the Injil (the four Gospels),as

well as the Tawrat (Torah or Pentateuch) and Zabur (Psalms) are divinely

inspired (Surah 2:136, Surah 3:3-4), and yet in other places it repudiates

every key teaching or doctrine that Jesus taught, most notably His  

 

 

http://www.comp.leeds.ac.uk/nora/html/2-136.html
http://www.clearquran.com/003.html


 

resurrection and His relationship as Son to God the Father (Surah 5:75,

Surah 5:116-117).

Ken pointed out that such corruption was partly the fault of a “lukewarm”

and complacent church that had stopped making disciples and had

become consumed by traditions. “The early church had drifted away from

the Bible; they had added a lot of man-made traditions that had eclipsed

justification by faith. The Muslims saw the giant statues and big pictures

of Mary and baby Jesus, so they thought the Trinity was the Father, the

Son, and the Mother.”

So part of the reason Islam was able to take root with such intensity in

the 7th century was because the Christians of that era had “forsaken their

first love,” failing to translate the Gospel into Arabic or to bring the news

of Jesus to Muhammad’s homeland. That’s part of the reason why, over

500 years after the New Testament was written, when Muhammad

claimed to agree with and even fulfill Biblical teaching, most of the

people he encountered did not know enough about true Christianity to

point out the absurdity of his claims. (Note: One of the oldest known

Arabic translations, the Mt. Sinai Arabic Codex 151, is believed to have

been created in 867 AD. Most other Arabic translations date to the 12th

century or later).

Lukewarm? Obsessed with man-made traditions that obscure the

position of Jesus as our Savior and King and leave the people around us

confused as to Who we worship?

No, we don’t want to make those mistakes today. We want, instead, to

be part of the victorious endurance of God’s Church even where Islam

dominates. We desire to be stalwart, unwearied supporters of persecuted

believers. We want to be like Aaron and Hur, who held up Moses’ arms

during the Lord’s battle (Exodus 17:11). In an era where many are also

“forsaking their first love,” we ask our Father to protect us from choosing

comfort instead of confrontation, and entropy instead of evangelism.  

Because we ourselves have been rescued from sin’s deceit, we don’t want

http://www.comp.leeds.ac.uk/nora/html/5-75.html
http://www.islamicstudies.info/tafheem.php?sura=5&verse=116


to leave Muslims – men and women made in God’s image – enslaved to

lies about the nature of God and the way to have peace with Him.

“Remember that even in your weakness, God can use you. Don’t say to

yourself, ‘I could never remember all of these details about the Qur’an

and Islam.’ You know, you don’t have to know all these details! If you have

the love of Jesus Christ in your heart and you are humble, and you have

love for people, and you are willing to share your faith, and you are filled

with the Word of God, and filled with the Holy Spirit, and you know the

Word – I don’t mean you’re a scholar or an expert, but that you know how

to talk to people about the issues: about sin, about who Jesus is, about

salvation through grace alone, about justification through faith alone,

about repentance, about regeneration (that Jesus said, ‘You must be born

again), Heaven and Hell, and about judgement day- well, YOU can share

your faith with a Muslim!” — Ken Temple, Engaging Muslims with the

Gospel – (you can listen to his 3 part series online)

In “Walden”, Henry David Thoreau wrote, “The mass of men lead lives of

quiet desperation…”. Lives of quiet desperation result from lives lacking in

purpose and meaning.

In Romans 8:28, the Apostle Paul tells us: “And we know that all things

work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the

called according to His purpose.” — Romans 8:28

As Christians we find our purpose in Christ and His call on our lives.

Consider spending a bit of time each day praying for our brothers and

sisters who suffer at the hand of Islam and for the repentance and

salvation of the Muslims who persecute them.

 

 

  

 

  

https://www.sermonaudio.com/sermoninfo.asp?SID=8216131166


 The more we invest our lives and our treasure in prayer,

encouragement, and giving for those who suffer for Christ’s sake (and

for those who persecute them), the more meaning and purpose we will

find in our everyday lives. As for those of us who occasionally feel a sense

of quiet desperation in our own lives, perhaps that quiet desperation will

turn into great inspiration. 



Because few today want to confront Islam’s
toxic spiritual nature openly.

In an effort to be “loving,” some Christians water down both the Word of

God and the true nature of Islam. Courage and clarity are needed

wherever the Cross encounters the Crescent. Just as many secular voices

are afraid to confront the darkness of Muhammad’s legacy, many

within the Church also flirt with compromise - either out of fear or in a

misguided effort to be “tolerant” or “compassionate.”

 

“Dishar, an Indonesian Muslim heard the gospel and converted to

Christianity. He went to seminary to learn more about his new faith. A

Christian professor told him that conversion is not required in the Bible

and he should revert to Islam and follow Jesus within Islam. The idea

appealed to him as he was experiencing rejection by his family. He spoke

at a conference where he announced he had returned to Islam and

legally converted his Christian wife and children to Islam. At the writing

of this article he is attending Islamic religious school to relearn Islam.

When I asked him how he could reconcile between Jesus and

Muhammad he immediately said: ‘I don’t have to; Muhammad is my

prophet, Jesus is my Savior.’” 

 



 

 

The above incident, shared by Lebanese missionary and apologist  

Georges Houssney, fills my heart with grief. Has our culture of “tolerance  

equals love” infiltrated even the Church, so that we are unable to preach

Christ and Christ alone? Have we grown so reliant on human methods for

evangelism that we have lost our trust in the power of God’s Word to

break the bonds of Islam? Will we ignore testimonies of Christians who

willingly have lost everything because they turned away from

Muhammad and openly followed Jesus?

 

A new Christian convert from Islam will probably experience one or more

of the following persecutions:

 
• Disowned by their family. 
 
• Kicked out of school, fired from their job, or evicted from their
apartment. 
 
• Targeted by their Islamic government as an “enemy of the
state.” 
 
• Threatened. Robbed. Driven out of town. 
 
• Beaten.Their former imam may encourage local Muslims to
physically harm them. 
 
• Killed. Apostasy in Islamic jurisprudence is a crime deserving
the death penalty.

 



 

 

Many seminaries, churches, and Christian organizations encourage

potential converts from Islam to remain in the mosque and follow Jesus  

through Islam to avoid suffering rather than following Christ in fellowship

with Christian brothers and sisters. But Islam offers a false portrayal of

Jesus.

(As faithful disciples of Christ, we must proclaim every aspect of Christ’s

nature and character accurately, especially to Muslims who have been

given a false picture of Christ that does not remotely proclaim His deity,

His power and authority, His relationship with the Father, and His death

on the Cross and Resurrection that redeem us and make us children of

God.

The message of Christ gives us liberty and certainty of our acceptance by

God the Father, but the message of Muhammad is bondage and distance

from an aloof Allah.Note: Some groups go so far as to sponsor Arabic

Bible translations that remove “offensive” language; in response, 31 Arab

pastors published an open letter rejecting translations that “1. Remove

“Father” or replace it with words such as “guardian” (“ ,( ولي Lord” (“ ,( رب
exalted” ( ,( تعالى etc…2. Remove “Son” or replace it with words such as

“prince”(“ ,( امیر messiah”(“ ,( مسیح representative”(“ ,( وكیل male”( ,( ذكرًا that add

words that do not exist in the original text to change the meaning, such

as “spiritual son”(“ ,( ابن الروحي son (beloved)” (“ ,(”( الحبیب) االبن “master of

humanity” ( ,( سّید البشر etc…). The letter can be read at

http://biblicalmissiology.org/2017/05/30/open-lett... 

 

“Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does

not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father

and the Son. If anyone comes to you and does not bring this doctrine, do

not receive him into your house nor greet him…” - 2 John 1:9-10

 

http://biblicalmissiology.org/2017/05/30/open-letter-from-arab-pastors-regarding-mistranslations-of-the-words-father-son-in-the-bible/
http://biblicalmissiology.org/2017/05/30/open-letter-from-arab-pastors-regarding-mistranslations-of-the-words-father-son-in-the-bible/


 

 

 

Bill, Smyrna's Executive Director, spent 27 years serving in the U.S. Navy.

Discussing some of his experiences, he said that in that time he learned a

very important lesson: a leader does a grave disservice to those under his

authority if he does not counsel them directly and honestly concerning

their shortcomings and tell them very clearly how to overcome those  

shortcomings. 

Giving Muslims a false and incomplete picture of God the Father and His

Son Jesus Christ and not telling them directly about how to obtain

forgiveness and cleansing from their sin does a much greater disservice

to Muslims who need to be freed from the bondage of Islam into the

liberty of becoming children of God through accepting the sacrifice of

Jesus Christ.



Because Islam offers no hope for sinners.

No certainty about paradise...except through jihad. No promise of

knowing Christ as we are fully known. Islam is obsessed with earthly

power and carnal pleasure, but has no answers for those whose spirits

long for grace, forgiveness, healing, and relationship.

 

Muhammad used rhetoric about Paradise to motivate his followers to

fight. One account states that during the battle of Bedr, a critical

encounter between the followers of Muhammad and Meccan tribal

groups in January 624, Muhammad called out, “All who die today will go

to paradise.” A young man standing beside Muhammad, eating a handful

of dates, replied, “What? Is it only necessary to be killed by those people in

order to enter paradise?” He drew his sword, dashed into the crowd of his

enemies killing several before he fell covered with wounds.” (from the

Hadith of Muslim, Book 20:4678).

 

The afterlife Muhammad described is about sex and comfort food, a man-

centered experience of physical pleasure where white-skinned, dark-

eyed, “high-bosomed” virgins (Surah 78:31; 37:40-48) await the Muslim

who dies a jihadi martyr (Bukari1,2,35) or otherwise proves his devotion to

Allah. Paradise is a well-watered garden of delights where “boys as  



 

 

 

handsome as pearls” (Surah 52:24) serve endless wine and fruit, and all  

who deserve it are dressed in green silk, adorned with silver, gold, and

jewels (Surah 22:23).

Compare that to a Biblical description of heaven from Revelation 21, “And

I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from

God...and I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the

dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will

be His people, and God Himself will be with them. He will wipe away

every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there

be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have

passed away.”

 

Why does Smyrna focus on Islam? Why do we draw the Church’s

attention to its demonic spiritual roots?

Because it is a cheap imitation, a twisted, false gospel masquerading as

an “Abrahamic” faith. True, we focus on Islam because it promotes and

praises the persecution of Christians, but also because it is utterly and

totally spiritually bankrupt, offering nothing but shallow, carnal lies to its

1.6 billion adherents.

The sadness and mourning of a follower of Jesus will be answered and

ended in the presence of the Living God, but the future of those whose

hope is in Islam is eternal futility and darkness. 

Many Muslims today are at a crossroads - thanks to the internet, more

and more of Islam’s sacred texts are available to read for the common

person. The details of Muhammad’s hatred of Christians and Jews, his

demeaning treatment of women, and his obsession with violent, cruel

jihad are not safeguarded by scholars and imams anymore. We pray that



in the coming year, God would destroy the foundational beliefs of many

enslaved in Islam, and bring them into the Truth of His Son, Jesus Christ.

"Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I

give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid." 

- John 14:27 

A persecuted follower of Jesus has more comfort and hope and peace

than a Muslim has on his best day. Because our Savior came to earth as a

man, He lived under persecution and He understands it.

Allah is remote, removed, with a book full of contradictions and a

messenger who shed blood, owned sex slaves, and preached a message

of earthly power and heavenly sensuality. In conclusion, “Why Islam?,” we

pray for salvation of Muslims - men and women for whom Christ also

died. Even though so often they are the persecutors, the aggressors, the

ones trying to crush the followers of Christ - it is they who are enslaved -

they who are crushed by lies.



Visit Us Here!

http://smyrnaministries.org/pray/

